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THE PECULIARITIES OF METAPHOR EMOTIVITY
IN RUSSIAN POLITICAL DISCOURSE

The study examines the functions of metaphor in modern political discourse. It concentrates on the
main types of Russian political metaphor and their models considering the emotivity in the political
speech of two Russian presidents, which are analysed based on specific examples. In this regard, it is
shown that in the Russian modern political discourse, metaphors from the conceptual spheres, such as
‘disease’, ‘culinary’, ‘human’, ‘game’ and ‘theatre’, are more often used. In order to convey a specific
state, it is very convenient to refer to metaphors, which, on the one hand, can significantly soften the
statement, and on the other hand, can more figuratively convey it. Metaphor is as a powerful tool for in-
fluencing the consciousness of the recipient and transforming the political worldviews. The use of meta-
phor, as well as various ways of highlighting it in the text, ensures its semantic and emotional integrity.
Researchers point out that the influence of emotions on the formation of political preferences is not infe-
rior to the influence of rational awareness of the problem. Moreover, most often a person primarily tends
to make a decision under the influence of emotions and only afterwards tries to find a rational explana-
tion for the decision. The features of using the main metaphorical models are shown based on public
speeches, interviews, and articles by two Russian political figures: Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev.

Key words: emotiology, metaphor; emotivity; emotion; surprise; political discourse; functions of
metaphors.
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OpbIC casic AUCKYPCbIHAAFbI MeTachopaHbiH,
3MOLIMOTHUBTIAIK epekLueAikTepi

Makanapaa Kasipri casgcm AMCKypcTaFbl MeTadpopaHbiH,  (pyHKUMSIAAPbl HAKTbl  MbICAAAAPMEH
TaAAQHFaH XkaHe PecenaiH eki [Mpe3nAeHTIHIH casicu CeAeyiHAE SMOTUBTIAIK TYpaAbl aMTKaHAbI eckepe
OTbIPbIN, OpbIC casicn MeTadpopachIHbIH, HETi3r TYPAEPi )X8He OAApPAbIH, MOAEAbAEPI KapaCTblIpbIAFaH.
CoA Heri3ae, Kasipri 3amaHfbl casicm AMCKypcTa “aypy”, “acnasablk”, “apam”, “orbiH” XoeHe “Teatp”
YFbIMAQPbIHbIH, MeTadpopanapbl XXMi KOAAAHBIAAQTbIHABIFbI KOPCETIAreH. Kes KeAreH >karFAarAbl XKeTKi3y
yWiH MeTacdhopasapra >YriHy eTe biHFalAbl, OAap Oip >KafblHaH COMAEMAl €ASYIp >KymMcapTa aAaAbl,
eKiHLLI >KaFblHaH OHbl OEMHEAI TYPAE >KeTKi3e araabl. MeTadopa — aapecaTTbiH, CaHaCbliHA 9CEP eTYAIH
>KOHE OHbIH 9AEMHIH casicn GeiHeCiH KanTa KyPyAblH KyaTTbl KypaAbl. MeTaopaHbl KOAAAHY XoHe
OHbl MBTIHAE epeKLIeAeYAiH BPTYPAI TOCIAAEPI OHbIH, CEMAHTMKAABIK, Y)XOHE SMOLIMOHAAAbBI TYTACTbIFbIH
KaMTaMachbl3 eTeAi. 3epTTeyllinep 3MOLMSAAPAbIH, CasgCM TaHAAyAapFa ocCcepi MaCeAeHi YTbIMAbI
TYCIHYAEH KeMm TYCMenTiHiH aiTaAbl. AereHmeH, KebiHece apam SMOLMSIAAPABIH, SCEPIHEH KaHAAM Aa
6ip weLimM KabbIAAaMAbI XKoHe 6ipa3s yakbITTaH KeriH KabbIAAAHFaH LIELIM YLLIH YTbIMAbI TYCiHIKTEME
Tabyra Tbipbicaabl. Herisri MeTacopanbik, MOAEAbAEPAT KOAAAHY €PEKLLIEAIKTEPI PECEMAIK KOC casicn
KanpeTtkepAid B.B. IMyTuH xoHe A.A. MeABEAEBTIH COMAEreH ce3aepi, cyxOaTTapbl MEH MakKaAaAapbl
Heri3iHAE KeATIpiAreH.

Ty#iH ce3aep: SMOTHMOAOIMS, MeTadopa, SMOTUBTIAIK, SIMOLIMS, TaHAAHY, CasiCh AUCKYPC, MeTadhopa
dYHKLMIAAPBI.
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OCo06eHHOCTH IMOTUBHOCTH MeTachopbl
B POCCUICKOM MOAUTUYECKOM AMCKYpCe

B cTatbe PaCCMOTpPEHbI d)YHKU,VIVI METaq)Opbl B COBpEMEHHOM NMOAUTNYHECKOM AUCKYpPCe M OCHOBHbIE
TUMbl PYCCKOM MOAUTUYECKOM METaCbOpr M UX MOAEAUN C YYETOM 3MOTUBHOCTU B NMOAUTUYECKON peyn
ABYX MPE3NAEHTOB Poccun Ha KOHKPETHbIX npurmMepax. Ha 3Tom >xXe OoCHOBaHMM MOKa3aHO, 4YTO B
POCCUMCKOM COBPEMEHHOM MOAUTUYECKOM AMCKYpPCE Yallle MCMOAb3YIOTCS METa(bOpbl M3 NMOHATUMHDBIX
C(jl:)ep «60/\e3Hb», «KYAUHapUg», «4eAOBEK», «<Mrpa» N «teaTtp». ,A,ASI TOro, YTOObI nepeAartb Kakoe-An6o
COCTOsSIHMEe, OYeHb YAO6HO ﬂpVI6el'HYTb K MeTanopaM, KOTOpble, C OAHOW CTOPOHbI, MOTYT 3aMeTHO
CMSArYnMTb BbICKa3blBaHWE, C APYroM CTOPOHBbI, 6oaee 06pa3Ho ero nepeAartb. MeTaqaopa ABALETCA
MOLLHbIM MHCTPYMEHTOM BO3AENCTBUSA Ha CO3HaHWeE aapecaTta U npeo6pa303aHMﬂ €ro NoAMTUYECKOM
KapTUHbI MKMpPa. Mcnoab3oBaHue MeTaCbOpbl n pa3Hoo6pa3Hb1e cnocobbl ee BblAEAEHNA B TEKCTe
obecneumBaioT ero CMbICAOBYIO U SMOLIMOHAAbHYIO LEAOCTHOCTb. MccaepoBatean YKa3blBaloT, UTO
BAUSHME 3MOLUMK Ha Bb[60pb| MOAUTUYECKMX TMPEANOUYTEHMN HUUYYTb He YCTynaeT pauMOHaAbHOMY
OCO3HaHuIo ﬂpO6AeMbl. Tem He MeHee, yalle BCero YeAoBekK NMPUHMMAET KaKOe-TO pelleHne crnepBa noA
BO3AENCTBUMEM SMOLLMI, U AULLDb CMYCTS HEKOTOPOE BPEMS MbITAETCA HAMTK PaLlOHAAbHOE oObacHeHne
AAG TIPUHATOrO  pelleHund. OcobeHHoCcTH yr|0Tpe6/\eHM9| OCHOBHbIX METa(bOpM‘-IeCKI/IX MOAEAeN
npuBeA€eHbl Ha OCHOBe I'ly6Al/ILIHbIX peyen, MHTEPBLIO U CTaTer ABYX POCCUMCKMX MOAMTUYECKMX

Aestenent B.B. IytuHa n A.A. MeaBeaeBa.

KAtoueBble caoBa: 3MOTUOAOIN4, MeTaqbopa, SMOTMBHOCTb, SMOUMN4, YAMBAEHNE, MOAUTUYECKMIA

AMCKYPC, PYHKLMM MeTaopbl.

Introduction

Since antiquity, the speech of politicians has al-
ways been in the centre of attention of specialists
in various fields as an object of research. Linguists
were interested in its structural organisation, situ-
ationally determined purposefulness, explicit or im-
plicit emotionality or other indicators. Each of these
indicators is consciously chosen by the addressee
from a variety of relevant language tools, and it is
of great interest to researchers, who consider the
same component from different points of view (text
elements, the theory of speech acts, emotivity of
speech, etc.).

Constant interest in political discourse has even
led to the formation of a special section in the sci-
ence of language — political linguistics. Its main pur-
pose is to analyse the specific features of the speech
of political actors in certain communicative situa-
tions, both in written and verbal forms. According
to A. P. Chudinov, ‘... the difference between politi-
cal linguistics and other areas of modern linguistics,
which are united by the same type of methodology,
and have postulates and principles recognised by
most researchers (comparative historical linguistics,
psycholinguistics, etc.), is that political linguistics
is primarily united by the studied material (political
language, political texts, political discourse) and not
by the terminology and methodology’ (Chudinov,
2020: 8).

Political language is usually considered as one
of the types of institutional discourse, since here,
communication takes place ‘... not between specif-
ic people, but between a representative of a social
institution: whether it is a government, Parliament,
public organisation, municipality, etc., a representa-
tive of another social institution or a “citizen”, “vot-
er”’ (Chudinov, 2001: 15).

V. I. Shakhovsky emphasises that like any text,
the text of political discourse ‘... has a plan of expres-
sion and a plan of content. Both plans automatically
record and regularly reproduce all the parameters of
its author as a linguistic personality. The external
form of expression of internal emotional tension is
verbal and nonverbal language signs: expressive
vocabulary, expressive syntax, stylistic techniques’
(Shakhovsky, 2008: 262). This quote confirms the
idea expressed by J. Lakoff and M. Johnson in the
study ‘Metaphors We Live By’: ‘The most impor-
tant things in our lives are our feelings, aesthetic
sensibilities, moral practices, and spiritual aware-
ness. These are purely subjective. None of these is
purely rational or objective’ (Lakoff, Johnson, 1980:
188).

Many linguists have discussed the need for a
detailed study of the means of expressing emotions
(Shakhovsky, Apresyan, Arnold, Vezhbickaja,
etc.). For example, in the mid-90s of the last centu-
ry, the outstanding scientist V. [. Kodukhov noted
that every author ‘... faces the need for an adequate
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selection of language tools to address issues related
to the definition of human identity (civil, national,
social, and even sexual)’ (Karabulatova, 2019: 12).
In other words, we can state that to express their
attitude towards the surrounding reality, a person
must consciously or subconsciously choose the ap-
propriate language forms, and emotion regulates
this process of reflection as a psychological defi-
nition of the meaning of objects of the world for
each individual. Analysing the real manifestations
of the relationship between the three components
(human-world-emotions), Z. Z. Iskhakova notes
that ‘... emotional correlations are subjective, but
socially conscious and therefore, more or less typi-
fied. Thus, emotions always have a cause, a subject
and an object’ (Iskhakova, 2014: 51). The relation-
ship between emotions and cognition is also clear-
ly visible, for all emotions are related to reason: ‘to
some extent, emotionality is inherent in ordinary
states of consciousness, and it precedes cognitive
processes’ (Izard, 1991: 69).

Materials and methods

The empirical basis of the study are the results of
the method of traditional analysis of the speeches of
the presidents of Russia V. V. Putin and D. A. Med-
vedev during their governing period (all the texts are
reproduced according to the data of the correspond-
ing official Internet sources, a list of which is given
at the end of our work) in terms of the presence of
emotive metaphors in their public speeches.

It should be noted that the study of emotions was
originally carried out by representatives of sciences
such as psychology and philosophy. Emotions have
become the subject of research for Russian linguists
since the 1970s. This indicates that emotiology in
linguistics appeared relatively recently, which sup-
ports the rationale for the relevance of our work.

Literature Review

The issues of emotionality in language (emotiv-
ity) were studied by scientists such as V. I. Shak-
hovsky (1987, 2008, 2019, etc.), Yu. D. Apresyan,
V. Yu. Apresyan (2007), N. D. Arutyunova (1991),
A. Vezhbitskaya (1996), L. Alba-Juez (2020, 2021),
C. E. Izard (1991) and many others, as well as they
were depicted in the scientific works on linguo-
politology, Psycholinguistics, cross-cultural com-
munication by A. P. Chudinov (2001, 2009, 2020
etc.), V. A. Maslova (2001), S. A. Dondo (2015), G.
Lakoff, M. Johnson (1980), E. G. Borisova (2014,
2018) and others, which served as a theoretical basis
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for our study and left an imprint on the overall meth-
odology of the research.

Discussion and Results

Highlighting the semantic and metaphorical ap-
proaches to the description of emotional vocabulary,
V. Yu. Apresyan and Yu. D. Apresyan note that ‘in
contrast to mental states, which are quite easily ver-
balised by the subject, it is very difficult to translate
emotions into words’, and besides, ‘the specificity
of metaphors related exactly to emotions ... does not
get any explanation’ (Apresjan, 2007: 294, 296).

Modern political discourse is also saturated with
emotivity, and, according to many researchers (See
Shakhovsky, Apresjan, etc.), negative emotions pre-
dominate in it. For example, V. . Shakhovsky states
that ‘the expression of voices with emotions of neg-
ative semantics in political discourse is dominant
and actualised in various forms. These are: “hot vo-
cabulary”, “irony”, “repetitions”, “allusions”, “epi-
thets”, “phraseology” and, of course, “metaphors”
such as repairs in an apartment (about the course
of the country’s development), horses on a ferry,
rocking a boat, a state ship, a common house (an
organism), MP ‘maydans’, suicidal arguments, etc.”
(Shakhovsky, 2008: 262).

Among all these language tools, metaphor is the
most striking and interesting. Metaphors can have
a powerful impact on how individuals try to solve
complex issues, as they try to gather more informa-
tion to make better decisions and choices. Accord-
ing to P. H. Thibodeau and L. Boroditsky, when
asked about metaphors, people do not regard them
as an influential aspect in their decisions; however,
the influence is still very strong, as ‘different meta-
phorical frames created differences in opinion’, and
‘even minimal (one-word) metaphors can signifi-
cantly shift people’s representations and reasoning
about important real-world domains’ (Thibodeau,
Boroditsky, 2011). Interestingly, J. Vervaeke and
J. M. Kennedy have criticised the notion that ‘influ-
ential implicit metaphors govern how people think
without their knowing it’, consequently, according
to them, the root metaphor is not something a person
is unaware about (Vervaeke, Kennedy, 1996).

Although metaphors are often considered a form
of figurative language, used to compare two terms
in a beautiful manner, according to A. Ortony, that
metaphors are necessary, because they have a po-
tential ‘to transfer learning and understanding from
what is known to what is less-known’ in a vivid man-
ner. Besides, they are ‘closer to experience’, which
makes them ‘more memorable’ [Ortony, 1975].
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The main advantages of using metaphors are:

1) demonstrating a special way of language
thinking, based on the representation and evaluation
of a fragment of reality with the help of analogies
with the names of completely different conceptual
areas;

2) allowing the corresponding phenomenon to
be correlated with another category (according to
Lakoff), which is familiar to the perceiving party,
and to appeal to a certain fund of knowledge, which
is common to the participants in the act of commu-
nication;

3) performing comprehensively 4 functions (ac-
cording to A. P. Chudinov): cognitive, communica-
tive, pragmatic, and aesthetic;

4) presenting a certain political situation as more
familiar, with ready evaluability, to create a certain
opinion about the essence of the object characterised
in this way;

5) creating the possibility of transmitting nation-
al, social and personal attitudes to the new sphere
through the prism of the source sphere;

6) allowing the addressor to convey a certain
idea to the addressee in a more accessible and vivid
form, to influence their emotional and volitional
sphere and thereby, create appropriate relations to
the considered realities;

7) increasing the level of clarity and imagery
of speech. As political speech always takes into ac-
count the value orientations and interests of a par-
ticular addressee(s), it means that it improves the
effectiveness of influencing them and changing their
views.

With the definitions and advantages of meta-
phors as a means of language expression and influ-
ence, politicians at various levels often use them in
their public speeches, in order to express the politi-
cal texts most commonly with negative emotivity.
According to O. P. Ermakova, now ‘the entire “ar-
senal”, of metaphors is used primarily to depict the
negative aspects of politics, the economy, and the
social situation as a whole in order to “expose” the
political opponent’ (Ermakova, 1996: 55).

As K. S. Anumyan notes, «political speech is
usually characterized by negative emotiveness, but
the neutral cognitive emotion of surprise is very
often found in this type of institutional discourse,
which is quite natural, since it is this emotion with
its essence and neutrality that largely affects the ad-
dressee, perhaps even stronger than a frank manifes-
tation of a negative attitude towards certain events,
facts, people, etc.» (Anumyan, 2020: 7).

There is no final and fully verified list of nega-
tive emotions, and there cannot be, as it mostly de-

pends on a particular person, situation, context, etc.,
but almost all researchers agree on the presence of
five ‘... main categories of negative emotions’: sad-
ness (depression, despair, hopelessness, etc.); anxi-
ety (fear, anxiety, panic, etc.); anger (irritation, frus-
tration, rage, etc.); blame; shame (embarrassment)
[InHa].

S.A. Dondo, for example, identifies the follow-
ing types of political discourse in new Russia: liberal
discourse, patriotic discourse, communist discourse,
official-power discourse (Dondo, 2015: 89-90).

According to the charismatic leadership theory,
charismatic leaders are able to evoke change in pref-
erences and needs, to motivate, to arouse emotional
attachments, and their speech plays an important role
in all these processes (House, Spangler, Woycke,
1991). As we have mentioned above, the use of figu-
rative language by politicians is one of the best ways
to influence people. Based on the above-mentioned
classification and the general characteristic of po-
litical metaphors of A. P. Chudinov, we will discuss
the most popular metaphors in political discourse in
terms of emotivity based on the public speeches of
two Russian presidents: Vladimir Putin and Dmitry
Medvedev, since the use of these metaphors indi-
cates the desire of politicians for brightness, expres-
siveness and persuasiveness of speech. «Certain
speech situations associated with key moments that
are prioritized for the fate of the country radically
change people’s reactions to iconic linguistic per-
sonalities and the content of their speech, capable
of transforming beliefs aimed at the audience and
their perception of any situation in a global aspect.
Effective methods of influence and the best means
of changing beliefs in the process of communicat-
ing with a global addressee (nation) are based on the
influencing power of the word and the personality of
the true leader of the nation» (Tomanova, 2015: 77).

Conceptual Sphere ‘Disease’

The empirical material we have collected shows
that medical topics are the most frequent for meta-
phorical understanding and representation of po-
litical events. Specifically, the choice of words that
either have negative semantics in themselves or al-
legorically convey the idea of ‘poor health’, as well
as the meaning of ‘overcoming the illness’.

We would like to present the examples of such
metaphors from an article by V. Putin published in
the American newspaper ‘New York Times’, and
from an interview to ‘The Financial Times’:

Agpeanucman nuxopaoum, u HUKMO He MOdXHcem
cKazamo, 4mo Oyoem mam nocie 8ble00d MedlcOy-
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Hapoouwix cun. /| ‘Afghanistan is feverish, and no
one can say what will happen after international
forces withdraw.”

A umo xacaemcs Llenmpanvnoco 6awnka, oa,
OHU NOCNe008AMENbHO 3AHUMAIOMCS 0300p0éiie-
Huem Hauwiell (UHAHCOBOU CUCMEMbl, C DbIHKA
€cX00am  MaiomMowHvie aubo HesdpexmusHuble,
aubo 8000Ue NOYKPUMUHATbHbIE PUHAHCOBbLE OD-
2anu3ayuy, U Mo, KOHEYHO, OO0IbUIAs, CIONHCHAA
paboma. /| ‘As for the Central Bank, yes, it is en-
gaged in the gradual rehabilitation of our finan-
cial system: inefficient and weak companies, as well
as semi-criminal financial organisations are leav-
ing the market, and this is a large-scale complicated
work.’

At the end of the working sessions of state and
government heads during the ‘Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation’ forum, V. Putin, answering a
question about the impact of the United States on the
economy of other countries, said:

Omo eedyuas sxonomura mupa — Coedunenmvie
HImampwl, u om mozo, xak ona 6ydem pazsusamcs,
HACKOLKO YCNewHO oHa 6ydem peuams cmosiujue
nepeo Hetl npoO.iemMbl, 8 MOM YUCIE NPOOIEMY OUeHb
boabU020 20cyOoapcmeenHo2o dorea, byoem 3a8u-
cemv 6 3HAYUMENLHOU CeneHu «300p06be MUpo-
6ot sxonomukuy. // ‘The United States is a leading
global economy, and global economic health will
largely depend on its development and the resolu-
tion of problems it is facing, including the problem
of a huge state debt.’

Here are two examples from D. Medvedev’s
speech at a meeting, during which projects for the
development of transport infrastructure in northern
Russia were discussed.

eiicmeumenvHo, 2mo GadicHeliulas apmepus,
xomopas. udem uepe3 eeco Caxanun. A Oymaio,
YUMo Mo abCOMOMHO NPAGUILHO — COeLAMmb MY
00p02y HOPMANLHOU, NOJHOYEHHOU, eCMecmeeHHO,
saacghanomuposannoi. /! ‘Indeed, this is the most
important artery that runs through the entire Sakha-
lin. I think it is absolutely right to make this road
normally, full-fledged, and, of course, paved.’

The following phrase was stated by D. Med-
vedev at a press conference organised within the
framework of the XXXI ASEAN (Association of
South East Asian Nations) and the XII East Asian
summits:

eticmeumenvHo, 3a nocieonee 8pemst (U 5mo He
Hexomopuvle 0anubvle, MO Yoice, MAK CKA3amb, Me-
OuyuHCKUtll ghaxm, 3mo yoice OUAZHO3, KOMOPbIIL NO-
CMAasuIU IKOHOMUYECKUE AHATUMUKL) IKOHOMUKA
souwna 6 cmaouro pocma. !/ ‘Indeed, in recent years
(and this are not some data, this is, so to speak, a
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medical fact, this is already a diagnosis made by
economic analysts), the economy has entered the
growth stage.’

Here is an example from Dmitry Medvedev’s
speech dedicated to the anniversary of Anatoly Sobchak:

Obpawasce k 3any, ou [A. A. Cobuax] 2oeopun
0 MOM, YMO MAK NOCMYNAMb Helb3sl, NOMOMY YMO
omo He coomeemcmeyem Koncmumyyuu u Hauum
COBEMCKUM 3aKOHAM. Dmo 0bl10 YOUBUMENBLHO,
YUMo NOAUMUK Yumupyem 3aKoH, mem 0oiee mom
3AKOH, KOMOPWLI eujé MHO2Ue NOOBEP2ANU KPUMUKE.
U 5mo 6vina nepeasi npueueka om nperebpedicenus
x npasy. /| ‘Addressing the audience, he [Anatoly
Sobchak] used to say that acting like that is not ac-
ceptable, as it does not comply with our Constitution
and Soviet law. It was surprising to see a politician
cite the law, especially the same one criticised by
so many people. And this was the first inoculation
against the disregard for the law.’

In all (except the second, penultimate, and last)
the textual examples, we observe the negative emo-
tion of anxiety which is the weakest of the five cat-
egories of negative emotions listed above, and in the
second, penultimate, and last examples, there is no
emotion at all, there is only information.

Conceptual Sphere ‘Culinary’

When D. Medvedev first visited Cyprus on an
official visit (during his presidency), he used several
‘culinary’ metaphors in his speech:

s mac ouesuono, umo NONLIMKU HAGA3AMDb
30ech 20MO08ble «PEUEenmbl) UL UCKYCCBEHHbLIL
epapur MexncoOUUHHBIX nepe2osopos, a mem 00-
Jlee — YCMAaHOBNIeHUue CPOKO8 UX 3A6EPULeHUs] U BGe-
OeHue BHewHe20 apoumpaica — KOHMpPHPOOYKMUG-
uol. // ‘It is clear that attempts to impose ready-made
‘recipes’ or artificial timetables of inter-communal
talks, and, even more, setting deadlines for their
completion and introduction of external arbitration
are counterproductive.’

Here is another example:

Lenv umnopmoszamewenus 6 >mou cpepe — Ha-
COlMUMb PLIHOK Hautell NPoOyKyuell, KOmopas He
yemynana 6vi unocmpannou. /! ‘The goal of import
substitution in this area is to satiate the market with
our products, which will not be inferior to the for-
eign ones.’

Let us discuss the ‘culinary’ metaphor used by
Vladimir Putin on the eve of the G20 summit. Dur-
ing the interview to the representatives of ‘The Fi-
nancial Times’ editor Lionel Barber and the head of
the Moscow Bureau Henry Foy, he noted the fol-
lowing:
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Peanvnvie 3apabomuvie niamvl — HagepHoe,
Mbl  ewé 3ampoHeM  peanbHble  3apabOmHble
niamul 8 Poccuu, komopvle moaice Hy#COaomecs 6
0cobom eHumManuu co cmopousl Ilpasumenscmea
Poccuu, — no 6 Coeounénuvix Illmamax cpeonuil
KAACC He NOMYYUTL HUKAKUX npegheperyutl om 2mot
2no0banuzayuu, On OCMAICs 8 CMopone npu pazoeie
amoeo «nupozay. // ‘The middle class has not ben-
efited from the real salaries (we are likely to talk
later about real salaries in Russia, which need spe-
cial attention from the government) during the glo-
balisation in the US; people were left out when the
‘pie’ was cut.’

In this example, the word ‘pie’ is used not in
its direct but figurative meaning defined in the New
dictionary of the Russian language by T. F. Efremo-
va as follows (Efremova, 2000):

1) direct meaning: a soft baked product made
of rolled, usually yeast dough with a filling.

2) sl., metaphorical meaning: a source of ma-
terial goods, means of profit.

In our opinion, in this context, the term also
holds the meaning of ‘a single whole consisting of
parts’. It is in this sense that it forms metaphors in
phrases, such as ‘TV pie’, ‘tax pie’, ‘Polish pie’,
etc., extracted from the text examples of the RNC
(Russian National Corpus).

These examples, as well as those related to the
previous conceptual sphere, contain the emotion of
anxiety, which is the weakest of the five categories
of negative emotions listed above.

Conceptual Sphere ‘Human’, ‘Language’

By the end of 2016, almost all the attention of
the Western media was focused on the elections in
the USA. At a meeting with journalists (October 17,
2016), V. Putin, speaking about Hillary Clinton’s at-
titude towards Russia, stated the following:

Tocnosica Knunmown uszbpana maxyio azpec-
CUBHYI0 PUMOPUKY U A2PECCUSHYIO NOZUYUIO 8 OM-
nowenuu Poccuu. // ‘Mrs Clinton has chosen such
an aggressive rhetoric and aggressive position
against Russia.’

Successful metaphors evoke emotions and re-
main in human memory for a long time. Putin’s
choice of expressions at the plenary session of the
UN General Assembly in New York is also an im-
portant example to be taken into consideration:

Ommeuy ewge 00UH CUMNMOM PACHYWe20 IKO-
Homuueckozo 32ouzma. // ‘I would like to note one
more sign of rising economic selfishness.’

And here is a similar metaphor from an inter-
view with D. Medvedev:

Ewe 200, mosicem bvims, 06a 200a Hazao, koz2oa
Mbl 6CMPEUATUCH, HA KOLe2Ul, no DOonbuLell Yacmu
2060PUNIU O PE3KOM NAOEHUU HeDMSAHBIX YeH, O CU-
myayuu uoeaibHoz0 Wmopmd, 8 KOmopom 0OKa3d-
aace Hawa sxkoHomuka. // ‘A year or, perhaps, two
years ago, when we met at the collegium, we mostly
talked about the sharp fall in oil prices and the situ-
ation of our economy — the ‘perfect storm’.’

These textual examples also contain only the
emotion of worry, which is the weakest of the five
categories of negative emotions listed above.

The study of the rules of metaphorical represen-
tation of reality in modern political speech shows
that nowadays, metaphorical models with initial
conceptual spheres of ‘Theatre’ and ‘Game’ are
more popular than, for example, ‘War’ or ‘Econo-
my’. It is true that the ‘theatre’, as a rule, is presented
as the ‘distribution and/or play of certain roles’. As
for the ‘game’, it means mean chess, that is, a sport,
a serious game, which is based on logic, the desire
for mental and analytical activity, certain rules of
foresight, but gambling, where there are ‘bets’, most
often, a game of cards, where there are ‘trumps’,
‘aces’, ‘layouts’, etc. Now, we are going to discuss
the relevant examples.

Conceptual Sphere ‘Game’

At the meeting with the heads of Russian print
media and news agencies, within the framework of
the day of journalism, V. Putin expressed the fol-
lowing idea:

Mul aice ¢ samu uoum, nOHUMAEM, YO POCCULI-
CKAsl Kapma pazvizpuleaemcs 60 HymMpUnoIumuye-
cxou ocuzuu CLIA. /| “‘We all see and understand
that the Russian card is being played in the US do-
mestic politics.’

During the meeting (on March 26, 2020) organ-
ised for the representatives of business communi-
ties, V. Putin said:

Baw 06wém yeenuuusaemces, nosmomy enoame
eCmecmeenHo, 4mo 6bl CHUMCAeme CHMABKY, MmaK
4Mo noKa Mo He MAaKas yic CUNbHASL O1a20mB0-
pumenvrocms. // ‘The volume is increasing, so it is
quite natural that you are lowering the rate, so it is
of no great charity yet.’

When asked by a journalist about who could
have used chemical weapons in Syria, and how the
head of the state assesses the situation in this regard,
the following answer was given by Putin:

B omux ycrosusx daeams Ko3vips mem, kmo no-
CMOSHHO NPU3bIEAEM K GHEUHEMY B0CHHOMY 6Me-
wamenbcmay, — npocmo 0ypob Hecyceemuas. // ‘In
such conditions, the idea of giving a trump to those,
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who are constantly calling for foreign military inter-
vention is nonsense.’

The example below is from an article by Vladi-
mir Putin, published in the American newspaper
‘New York Times’:

Beob 6 coznanuu munnuonos nooeti na nianeme
Amepuxa 6ce uawje BOCHPUHUMAEMCS He KAK
obpazey Oemoxkpamuu, a Kax WZPOK, KOMOpbIil
oenlaem CMAGKY UCKIIOUUMENLHO HA 2pYOYIO CUTY,
CKONAUUBASL NOO KOHKPEMHYIO CUMYAYUIO KOATUYUU
€ JI03YH2OM «KMO He C HaMU — MOm Npomuse Hacy.
/I “After all, in the minds of millions of people on
the planet, America is more often perceived not as
a model of democracy, but as a player who solely
makes a bet on the brute force, creating coalitions
for a specific situation under the slogan “You're ei-
ther with us, or against us”.’

In all these textual examples, even if we come
across a negative emotionality, it is very mildly ex-
pressed, and again, it is the emotion of anxiety, that
is, the weakest of the five categories of negative
emotions mentioned above. Moreover, the emo-
tional colouring of the entire metaphor is based
on the negative connotations of the words in the
source. These are, for example, the words player
(in a game, a gambler who usually loses control),
bet (the expected benefit, the subject of bargain-
ing), any card terms, as they are associated with
excitement and deception, in particular, the word
trump (a card term denoting the strongest suit in
a given round of the game), etc. It is worth men-
tioning that the last word from the examples we
have given is often used in the modern political
discourse and as an element of the language game,
since the word #rump in English sounds the same
as the surname of the current president of the USA
(Donald Trump).

Conceptual Sphere ‘Theatre’

Here is an example from V. Putin’s interview to
‘The Financial Times’ (June 2019):

Ilymaro, umo Poccus 30ecb 6000we ne ume-
em HUKaKo2o 015l HUX 3HA4eHUs, NOMOMY 4Mmo GOm
smom meamp, éoennvtit meamp Eeponot, eps0 iu
cetiuac npeocmasisiem KaKou-mo O00Ibuol uHme-
pec ona Coedunénnvix Illmamos, Hecmomps Ha
pacuupernue HATO u necmomps na ygenuuenue Ha-
MOBCKUX KOHMUHeHMOo8 y Hawux epanuy. // ‘I do
not think Russia is of any importance for them in this
case, as this theatre, the war theatre in Europe, is
unlikely to be within the scope of interests of the US,
despite the expansion of NATO and NATO's contin-
gent near our borders.’

20

And here is a textual fragment with a ‘theatrical’
metaphor from another interview with V. Putin:

Moul ne 6ydem cnewums ¢ nepecuémamu u ¢ 6He-
CeHueM Koppekmus 6 0i00icem, nomomy 4mo 3mo
e1eyém 3a coboll CHudCeHue 00bEMa PUHAHCUPOBA-
HUSL U COYUATKU, U PeanbHo2o cekmopa, Ho TIpasu-
MeNbCMB0, KOHEYHO, 20MOBUM CUEHAPUN HA 110001
sapuarm pazsumus coovimu. // ‘We will not rush
to recount and make adjustments to the budget, as
this would lead to a reduction in the funding of both
the social and real sectors; however, the govern-
ment is, of course, working on different develop-
ment scenarios.’

In these textual fragments with metaphors be-
longing to the conceptual sphere ‘Theatre’, we
again come across the emotion of worry, that is, the
weakest of the five categories of negative emotions
listed above, and these metaphors seem softer, more
neutral than metaphors belonging to the conceptual
sphere ‘Circus’, which is quite often used in speech-
es of the politicians.

Phraseological Units in Political Speech

We can conclude that the main purpose of using
metaphors in political discourse is to increase the de-
gree of value and clarity in their speech. Numerous
phraseological units, proverbs, sayings, case names
and other similar verbal means serve the same pur-
pose. They often appear in the speech of politicians,
including Vladimir Putin and Dmitry Medvedev,
and we would like to present several noteworthy ex-
amples:

Iloxooice, umo Hawu amepuxanckue napmHé-
Ppbl Onsimb HACHIYRAIOM HA me dce cambvle 2pao-
JIM, HQ KOMOpble OHU HACMYNAAU HeOOHOKPAMHO.
(B. Ilytun) // ‘Our US partners seem to be again
burning their fingers twice: they have done it for so
many times.” (V. Putin)

Kopnopayuio «Amepuxa» myscno cnucams co
cuemos. (/]. Meosedes) // “The corporation ‘Ameri-
ca’ should be discarded’. (D. Medvedev)

Kax u anmueumneposckas koanuyus, ona moana
ObL CHAOMUMb 6 CEOUX PAOAX CaMble PA3HbLE CUTbL,
20Mosble peuumenbHo NPOMUBOCMOosIMy mem, Kmo,
KaK U HAYUCMbl, Ceem 3710 U 4el08EeKOHeHABUCTHU-
uecmeo. (B. Ilytun) // ‘Similar to the anti-Hitler co-
alition, it could have united a broad range of parties
willing to stand firm against those who, just like the
Nazis, spread evil and hatred towards humankind.’
(V. Putin)

U Ons menst ouenb 8ajiCHO C8EPUMb HACHL C Npe-
sudenmom benapycu u no smum gonpocam, GK0-
4asl BONPOCHl UHMe2PAYUU HA NOCNCOBEMCKOM NPO-
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cmpancmee. (B. llytun) // ‘It is very important for
me to synchronise our watches with the President
of Belarus on these issues, including integration in
the post-Soviet space.” (V. Putin)

A, cnedosamenvHo, He HYICHO CHUMAMbCS U C
OOH, xomopas 3a4acmylo 6mMecmo mozo, 4moowl
ABMOMAMUYECKU CAHKYUOHUPOBAMb, V3AKOHUMb
HYJICHOE peuieHue, MOIbKO Mewaem, KAk y Hac
2osopsm, «nymaemcsa noo nozamuy. (B. Ilytun)
/I ‘And, therefore, we do not need to take into ac-
count the UN, which often, instead of automatically
authorising and legalising the necessary decisions,
only interferes in the affairs, as we say, ‘gets in the
way’.” (V. Putin)

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of the collected empirical
data, which is presented in the work, we can draw
the following conclusions:

1) in Russian modern political discourse, the
most popular metaphors are those with the words of
five conceptual spheres: ‘disease’, ‘culinary’, ‘hu-
man’, ‘game’ and ‘theatre’;

2) metaphors with the meaning ‘poor health’
are used more often than others: this, in our opinion,
is associated with the unstable and ambiguous situa-
tion of the world economy and politics;

3) with the general negative emotionality
of political discourse, the emotion of anxiety, the

weakest of the five categories of the negative emo-
tions listed above, is the most frequent and textually
expressed one.

4) in order to clearly and vividly characterise
the current situation of instability as a state of ‘dis-
ease’, ‘game’, ‘theatre’, to demonstrate the concern
for the ‘wounds and sores’ of the world community,
it is very convenient to resort to such metaphors,
which help to describe it more figuratively, clearly
and expressively.

These conclusions, based on the analysis of the
speeches of two presidents, in other words, politi-
cians ‘in power’, seem to be true for any type of
political discourse, since a politician, if he/she is
a professional (in power or opposition), does not
have the right for excessive emotionality of speech,
as well as for expressing strong negative emotions
(despair, fear, rage, etc.). Regardless of the situation
and personal attitude to the events, he/she must be
restrained, tolerant, and must build his/her speech
logically and argumentatively. The emotional com-
ponent of a politician’s speech should only be ex-
pressed by the emotion of concern — the weakest
negative emotion. Hence, there will be no ‘... eman-
cipation in political discourse, often bordering on
permissiveness and sometimes political rudeness’
(Chudinov, 2009: 22). Modern politicians should be
cautious about their language behaviour, as well as
be able to learn to see the border between objective
reality and veiled demagoguery.
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