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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
OF MASSIVE OPEN ONLINE COURSE (MOOCQ)
PLATFORMS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Currently, one of the most important tools in gaining knowledge for students is Massive open on-
line platforms and courses (MOOCQ). It is a complete course for learners covering all areas of education,
where massive open online platforms and courses are organized online by the internet. In order to de-
termine significance of online course on the discipline “Academic writing” taught in higher educational
institutions for bachelor, master and doctorial students, in the article was carried out content analysis of
the courses prepared and offered by MOOC platforms about this discipline. During the research, review
was conducted to MOOC platforms as Coursera, edX, Futurelearn, Openkaznu.kz and Udemy. There
were considered the content of the prepared courses in the discipline “Academic writing”, expected
results, duration of video lesson, form of final exam, downloading of full course, the evaluation policy
and types of feedback of these platforms. The purpose of the research work is to summarize, classify the
offered MOOC courses, analyze their content, identify similarities and differences, and recommend the
best prepared course of “Academic writing” to students of higher educational institutions. As a result of
the analysis, the course of Coursera platform “Writing in the Science” shows the highest percentage in
terms of content. While doing research, there were identified strengths, weaknesses, and shortcomings
of the course “Academic writing: the structure of research paper” prepared by Openkaznu.kz MOOC
platform of Al-Farabi Kazakh National university and content was studied in comparison with courses
prepared by other worldwide universities. There can be seen similarities between courses of Futurelearn,
edX and Openkaznu.kz in terms of contents. In conclusion, these offered courses can be useful in pre-
venting some of the difficulties that young scientists and doctoral students face in the process of writing
scientific articles.

Keywords: MOOC, platforms, course structure, academic writing course, teaching English.

H. Pbicbekkbisbl'*, H.A. Mcmaitaosa’,
A.M. AkmxxaHosa?, K.b. AlumpkyaoB’
'9A-Dapabu atbiHAarbl Kasak, YATTbIK yHMBepeuTeTi, AAmarbl, KasakcraH
2A.H. T'ymnaeB atbiHAaFbl Eypasuns yATTbIK yHMBepcuTeTi, AcTaHa, KasakcraH
*e-mail: rysbekkyzynazerke@gmail.com

AFbIALLbIH TiAIH OKbITYAQFbI XKarnai awblk, oHAaMH Kypc OKAOK)
nAatcpopmarapbiHa CaAbICTbIPMAAbI TaAAQY

Kasipri TaHaAa >kannan aubik, OHAaH naatopmanap MeH kypcrap OKAOK) ctyaeHTTepaiH Giaim
AAYbIHAAFbl MaHbI3ABI KYPaAAApPAbIH, 6ipi 60AbIN OTbIp. ByA >annait alblk, OHAQMH MAATOPMAAAP MEH
KypCTap MHTEPHET apKblAbl OHAAMH TYPAE YMbIMAACTbIPbIAFAH GiAiM Gepyaeri 6apAbIK, CaAaHbl KamMTH-
ThiH GiAIM aAyLIbIAAPFA apHaAFaH TOAbIK Kypc. MakaAaaa >KOFapfbl OKY OPbIHAAPbIHAQ OKbIThIAQTbIH
«AKaAEMUSIABIK, >Ka3y» MoHi OGOMbIHILA 3IPAEHIeH OHAAMH KYpPCTbiH GakaAaBp CTyAEHTTepi, Marmcr-
paHTTap MEH AOKTOpaHTTapfa MaHbI3AbIAbIFbIH aHbIKTay MakcatbiHAa XKAOK naatcopmasapaa ochl
noH GoMbIHLLIA 83iPAEr, YCbIHbIAFAH KypCTapFa KOHTEHTTIK TaAAQy >KacaAbiHAbI. 3epTTey 6apbiCbiHAA
Coursera, edX, Futurelearn, Openkaznu.kz xxeHe Udemy XXAOK naatcopmasapbiHa LLIOAY >KaCaAbIHAbI.
ATaAraH naatopmanapAarbl «AKaAEMUSABIK, Xasy» NoHi GoMbIHLLA 83iPAEHIeH KyPCTapAblH Ma3MyHbl,
KYTIAETIH HOTUMXKEC], BUAEO CabaKTbiH, Y3aKTbIAbIFbl, KOPbITbIHAbI €MTHUXaH (POPMAChI, TOAbIK, KYPCbIH
SKYKTEeAyi, GaFaaay casicatbl >koHe Kepi 6anAaHbICTbIH TYPAEPI KApacTbiPbIAAbIL. 3€PTTeY >KYMbICbIHbIH,
MakcaTbl YCbIHbIAbIN 0TbipFaH XXAOK KypcTapblH XXMHaKTay, XKiKTey, OAapFa KOHTEHTTIK TaAAQy >Kacar,
YKCACTbIKTAapbIMEH alblpMaLLbIAbIKTapbIH alKbIHAAM, €H KOFapbl AEHIEMAE 93ipAEHIeH «AKaAEMUSIABIK,
>Ka3y» KYPCbIH YKOFapbl OKY OPbIHAAPbI CTYAEHTTEpPiHE YCbiHY. Taaaay HaTuxeciHae Coursera naatgop-
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MacbiHbIH, “Writing in the Science” Kypcbl MasMyHbl >KafblHaH €H >KOFapfbl Manbi3Abl KOPCETIM OTbIP.
3eptTey 6apbicbiHaa OA-Dapabu aTbiHAarbl Kasak, YATTbIK, yHMBepcuTeTiHAe Openkaznu.kz >kannan
alibIK, OHAAMH KypcbiHAaFbl “Academic writing: the structure of a research paper” KypcCbiHbIH >KaKCbl
>KakTapbl MEH KapacTbIpbIAMaraH TyCTapbl, KEMLIAIKTEPi 6acka 9AEMAIK AEHTreNAEeri YHUBEpPCUTETTEP-
AiH AQMbIHAQFAH KypCTapbIMEH CaAbICTbIPY 6apbiCbiHAQ aHbiKTaAAbl. Futurelearn, edX, KasakcraHabiH,
Openkaznu.kz KypcTapbliHbiH, Ma3MyHbl KaFblHaH YKCACTbIKTapbIH Kepyre 60AaAbl. KopbiTa ainTkaHAQ,
Kac FbIAMAAP MEH AOKTOPAHTTapAbIH FbIAbIMM MaKaAaAap a3y 6apbiCbIHAQ KE3AECETIH Kenbip KMbIH-
AbIKTapAbl aAAbIH @Ay YLUIH OCbl YCbIHbIAbIM OTbIPFaH KypcTap nanAaAbl GOAYbl MYMKIH.

Tyiin ce3aep: XXAOK, naatdopmMarap, Kypc KypbiAbIMbl, AKQAEMUSIABIK, >Ka3y KYPCbl, aFblALLIbIH
TIAIH OKBITY.
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CpaBHUTEAbHbIN aHaAU3 NMAATIOPM MaCCOBOr0 OTKPbITOIO
oHAalH Kypca (MOOK) B npenoAaBaHMM aHFAMIACKOTO Si3bika

B HacTodllee BpeMs OAHMM M3 BXKHEMLLMX MHCTPYMEHTOB MOAYYEHWUS 3HAHUI CTYAEHTaMU SBAS-
I0TCSl MACCOBble OTKPbITble OHAAMH-MAATOPMbl M Kypcbl (MOOC). 3TO NOAHBIN KYpPC AAS yYaLLMXCS,
0XBaTbIBalOLLMI BCce 06AaCTM 06pa30BaHUs, FAE MacCOBble OTKPbITble OHAAMH-MAATCIOPMbI U KYPCbl
OPraHM3yloTCsl B peXkMme OHAanH vepe3 MHTepHeT. C LeAblo onpeAeAeHms 3HaUNMMOCTM OHAQMH-KypCa
no AMCUMMNAMHE “AKapeMUYECcKoe MUCbMO”, MPEnoAaBAEMOro B BbICLIMX YUEOHbIX 3aBEAEHUSIX AAS CTY-
AEHTOB DakaAaBpmaTta, MarmcTpaTypbl M AOKTOPAHTYPbI, B CTaTbe OblA MPOBEAEH KOHTEHT-aHaAM3 Kyp-
COB, MOATOTOBAEHHbIX M NpeaAaraemblx naatpopmammt MOOC no aTon ancumnamHe. B xoae nccaeao-
BaHus ObIA MpoBeAeH 0630p Takmx naatpopm MOOC, kak Coursera, edX, Futurelearn, Openkaznu.kz
Udemy. BblAM pacCMOTpEHbI COAEP>KaHNe MOATOTOBAEHHbIX KYPCOB MO AUCUMIAMHE “AKaAemMmyeckoe
MMCbMO”, OXXMAAEMbIE PE3YAbTATbl, MPOAOAXKNTEABHOCTb BUAEOYPOKA, hOpMa MTOrOBOrO 3K3aMeEHa,
3arpyska NMoAHOro Kypca, MoAMTMKA OLLEHKM U BUABI 06paTHOM CBA3M 3TUX NAaTopm. Lleab nccaeao-
BaTEAbCKOM paboTbl — 0606LWMTb, KAACCUDULMPOBATb NMpeasaraemble Kypcbl MOOC, npoaHaAnsmpo-
BaTb MX COAEP>KAHWE, BbISIBUTb CXOACTBA M PA3AMUMS M PEKOMEHAOBATb CTYAEHTaM BbICLIMX YUEeOHbIX
3aBeAEHUI HanboAee NMOArOTOBAEHHbIN KypC “AKasemmyeckoe NMcbmo”. B pesyabTaTte aHaAM3a Kypc
naatcgopmbl Coursera “Writing in the Science” nokasbiBaeT camblii BbICOKMIA MPOLEHT MO COAEPIKAHMIO.
B Xoae npoBeAeHMs UCCAeAOBaHMS ObIAM BbISIBAEHbI CMAbHbIE U CAabble CTOPOHbI Kypca “Akasemuye-
CKOE€ MUCbMO: CTPYKTYpa MCCAEAOBATEALCKOM paboThl”, moarotosaeHHoro Openkaznu.kz Maatdopma
MOOC Kaszaxckoro HalMOHaAbHOTO yHMBepcuTeTa umeHn Aab-(Dapabu u ee coaepskarue GbiAv 13-
yUeHbl B CPAaBHEHUM C KypCaMM, MOAFOTOBAEHHBIMU APYTUMW YHMBEPCUTETaMM MUPa. MOXHO 3aMeTUTb
CXOACTBO MexAy Kypcamu Futurelearn, edX 1 Openkaznu.kz ¢ Touku 3peHns coaep>kaHusi. B 3akato-
YeHue, NMpeAAaraemble Kypcbl MOTYT GbiTb MOAE3HbI AASI PEAOTBPALLEHUS HEKOTOPbIX TPYAHOCTEN, C
KOTOPbIMW CTAAKMBAIOTCS MOAOAbBIE YUeHble U AOKTOPaHTbI B MPOLECCe HanMcaHMs Hay4HbIX cTaTen.

KaroueBble caoBa: MOOC, naaTdopmbl, CTPYKTYypa Kypca, KypC akaAeMMYECKOro nmucbMa, npeno-
AABaHWE aHFAMIACKOrO 43blKa.

Introduction

In the era of globalization, learning any kind
of foreign languages can be very easy and conve-
nient. One of the main effects of globalization to
the educational system is — the implementation of
ICT technologies and the Internet to the educational
process and the emergence of many language plat-
forms. Informatization of the educational system in
Kazakhstan has been carried out on the basis of the
state programs and policies since 1997. According
to the first program (1997-2001) 30 percent of state
schools and universities were computerized. During

the second program (2002-2004) multimedia pro-
grams, electronic CDs and textbooks began to wide-
ly utilized in the educational process. On the basis
of subsequent and long-life learning programs for
2010-2020, the Internet network, teaching digital
tools, distance learning platforms and courses were
used in the teaching process and digital literacy, in-
formative competences of teachers began to develop
to apply these mentioned digital tools.

However, during the quarantine in the global
pandemic in 2020, the entire educational system
used distance learning. In order not to interrupt edu-
cational process of state schools of Kazakhstan, on-
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line training sessions as “Bilim land” were filmed
and broadcast on TV channels. At that time, the
world’s massive open online courses have devel-
oped rapidly and courses in all areas have been pre-
pared and began to offer to the university students
and to the people.

The concept for the development of secondary,
technical and professional education for 2023-2029,
approved by the Decree of the government of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in March 2023, will be pre-
pared measures to modernize the digital infrastruc-
ture, widely implement online and hybrid learning
system for personnel training, and improve digital
skills of employees. Within the framework of this
concept, massive open online courses (MOOCs)
were prepared and offered to students to implement
distance learning in higher educational establish-
ments.

The original goal of MOOCs was to open up
education and provide free access to university level
education to as many students as possible. Differ-
ence of online university courses from traditional,
MOOC has two main characteristics:

Open access — anyone can take an online course
for free

Scalability — courses are designed to provide un-
known number of participants

However, these possibilities may be interpret-
ed by different MOOC providers; some MOOCs
are massive but not open, and some are open but
not massive. Wiley (2012) noted that equivocality
in the MOOC concept may threaten the future de-
velopment of open educational resources and open
courses, where the general public accepts that “free”
is good enough and no one cares about “open”. This
raises questions about the licensing and permissions
of current MOOC provision and how it relates to the
creative commons licenses promoted by the OER
community.

Massive open online course first was offered
to the public by G. Siemens and S. Downes pro-
fessors of the university Manitoba, Canada. This
very course called “Connectivisim and Connective
Knowledge”. It attracted over 2,000 students at that
time. By 2012 many popular universities and higher
educational institutions began launching their own
MOOC platforms. One of the first MOOC provid-
ers was Coursera, then edX and Udacity. During
the pandemic, number of enrolling students from
around the world began rapidly to grow (Downes,
2016).

At present time, Kazakhstan is faced with the
tasks of creating prospective educational system.
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The strategy “Kazakhstan-2050” is to create a
unified information and education system, widely
application of computer technologies, develop
and improve education at schools — higher educa-
tional establishments — postgraduate educational
system in full-time and distance learning system.
In recent years, many positive results have been
achieved in domestic education: general school
programs are becoming more complicated, re-
quirements for preparing for entrance exams are
being updated, and higher educational system is
being improved.

One of the main directions of modernization
is distance learning, which formed on the basis of
UNESCO's educational programs as “Education for
All”, “Education for Life” and “Education without
borders”.

In particular, Openkaznu.kz platform of al-
Farabi Kazakh National university, in collaboration
with the Coursera platforms, is currently translating
many courses into Kazakh and Russian and offering
them to the students of higher educational institu-
tions. According to the latest program for the devel-
opment and informatization of education, more than
a hundred courses have been prepared on the Open-
kaznu.kz platform, including the course “Academic
writing: structure of a scientific paper” created for
future master and doctorial students.

Currently, Massive online open courses are the
most popular form of online learning as a form of
distance education. In addition to traditional course
materials (reading materials, videos, homework),
such large-scale online courses allow for the cre-
ation of a community of students, teachers and
teaching assistants through open user forums.

Materials and methods

Massive open online course (MOOC) is a dis-
tance learning tool for delivering free online courses
for anyone to enroll. MOOCs provide and afford-
able and flexible way to learn new approaches and
skills, improve language skills and gain educational
experience in various fields.

The materials of the article are included MOOC
providers as Coursera, Futurelearn, edX, Udemy
and Openkaznu.kz. Coursera is considered one of
the most popular providers among them, however
based on another comparison as experience of web-
site users, quality of instruction and materials, depth
of content, community interaction and special fea-
tures edX is the best MOOC provider after Cours-
era, Futurelearn, Udemy.
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Coursera — is one of the top visited platform
which was founded in 2012 by engineering profes-
sors Andrew Ng and Daphne Koller from Standford
University.

Udemy — is a different kind of platform which
allows you to teach and attend courses. It was
launched in 2010 by Eren Bali, Oktay Caglar and
Gagan Biyani.

EdX — is one of the most popular MOOC pro-
vider that created in 2012 by Harvard university and
The Massachusetts institute of technology.

+Registration
* Choosing
language

app

+ free/paid/open
+pnline. iOS
app. Android

Futurelearn — is a British educational platform
which founded in 2012 by the Open University. It
has a long history of distance learning and online
education.

Openkaznu.kz — is Kazakhstani educational
MOOC provider which was founded by al-Farabi
Kazakh National university in 2016. At present time
it has more than 100 courses in different fields of
education.

We would like to give the guide scheme of ap-
plying and submitting to MOOC courses.

*videos.
assignments,
homework

*Final exam

Get certificate

Diagram 1 — MOOC course registration scheme

The article contains the content comparison of
MOOC platforms as Coursera, Futurelearn, edX,
Udemy and Openkaznu.kz on the subject “Academ-
ic writing”. The most relevant courses among the
English MOOC platforms is the Academic Writing
course. As we have noticed during our research, this
“Academic writing” course is found in all teaching
programs of world universities, as well as in doctoral
educational programs of all universities in Kazakh-
stan. The requirement for master’s and doctoral stu-
dents of universities is to write scientific articles or
a scientific proposal on their research topics. There-
fore, this “Academic Writing” course was chosen as
the object of our article from five MOOC providers.

The article used the monitoring method, mass
sampling, quantitative statistics, description, group-

ing, and contextual analysis methods. A review of
the literature related to the research topic is being
conducted

In order to achieve the goal of the study, firstly
the analysis of pedagogical literature related to the
research topic was carried out. As well as, there
were utilized methods as: monitoring, mass sam-
pling, quantitative statistics, description and contex-
tual analysis. Then complete review was conducted
in these five MOOCs and collected all course on
the subject “Academic writing” which was given in
the table below. It can be noted that MOOC plat-
forms as Coursera, Futurelearn, edX and Udemy has
a wider catalogue and more courses on each topic
while Kazakhstani MOOC platform contains only
one course.

Table 1 — Name of courses on “Academic writing” in different MOOC platform

No Coursera Futurelearn

edX Udemy Openkaznu.kz

Introduction to Academic Decc_mstructmg research
1 articles: How to read

writing and write

Academic writing

Academic writing:
The structure of a
research paper

Writing a scientific
research article

Understanding research
methods

Designing for research
implementation

Academic writing

Scientific writing

made easy
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Continuation of the table

How to write and publish a

Ne Coursera Futurelearn edX Udemy Openkaznu.kz
o . . Applied Data Research

3 Writing in the sciences Preparing for research Analysis methodology

Introduction to Data Prepare for your Science Writing, Prqseptmg Academic writing
4 . and Submitting ;

analytics degree Lo styles: APA, MLA
scientific papers
Discovering your PhD

Academic English:

How to write an

methods

> scientific paper potential: writing a How to write a thesis | Academic paragraph
research proposal
Qualitative rescarch Quantitative and How to write a
6 Qualitative research | journal article-tips

for beginners

and structure guide

7 Introduction to Statistics

Dissertation writing
made simple

8 | Data Science Foundations

Research proposal

All these courses are helpful for master and
doctoral degree students to conduct their research

papers. Among these courses were chosen the most
five courses that was illustrated in the second table.

Table 2 — Name and description of chosen courses on “Academic writing”

MOOC provider | Name of the course University E;Z{}Z')e{fzetg Authors Language Rating
Coursera Writing in the Science St.a nforhd 539,007 Dr. I‘(HSt.m English 4,9
university Sainani
Academic writing: The Al-Farabi Kazakh . Muldagaliyeva A. .
OpenKaznu.kz | structure of a research . I Not given English -
paper National university Januzakova A.
Academic writing- Russian Economic M. Zaru;inaya .
. . . . N. Fominykh English
Udemy from basics to quartile University named 517 . . 4,7
. A. Dokukina Russian
and percentile after G. V. Plekhanov
L. Torosyan
Deconstructing NTHU Vun-vin Huan
Futurelearn research articles: How | National Tsing Hua 610 My & English 4,7
. . . Woan-Shiuan Chien
to read and write university
Academic writin, TUMx
edX & Technical university | Not given | Dr. Stephen Starck English -
made easy .
of Munich

All of the MOOC:s are conducted in English, one
has content elements in both English and Russian.

These MOOC courses were prepared and of-
fered to the educators between 2021 and 2023 and
were developed by universities from United States,
United Kingdom, Taiwan and Kazakhstan. Accord-
ing to the self-description of MOOC:sS, all courses
were developed mostly for bachelor, master and
doctoral students.
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Literature review

The implementation of Informative-communi-
cative technologies, digital tools and distance learn-
ing courses in teaching process are being investigat-
ed since late 1990s. The number of articles written
to these topics are still valuable. Since online class-
es, courses have been created and widely distributed
on MOOC platforms by professors of famous world
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universities, many scientific articles, research works
have been written. These research works are mostly
provided topics as comparative analysis of the his-
tory of MOOC:s, development of platforms, impact
of online courses to teachers and learners, integra-
tion of MOOCs with traditional classes and others.

Grainne Conole pointed out classification sys-
tem of MOOCs which are made up of twelve di-
mensions as following: degree of massiveness, the
amount of applying multimedia, utilizing of com-
munication tools, the degree of collaborative learn-
ing, level of openness, type of learners’ approach,
amount of reflection, way of assessment, learning
model, autonomy, quality assurance and diversity
(Conole, 2013).

Scholars as O. Pilli and W. Admiraal carried out
research on the structure of the different types and
peculiarities of MOOCs. According to their opinion,
MOOC platforms offer wide range of disciplines for
gaining knowledge in various fields as Engineer-
ing, Humanitarian science, Mathematics, Medicine,
Biology, Pedagogical sciences, Business, Informa-
tion technologies and others. Mostly popular online
courses are IT technologies, statistics, business and
management (Pilli, 2016: 224).

L.M. Funieru and F. Lazaroiu conducted re-
search on the contents, technical and a user perspec-
tive and each detailed characteristic of MOOC plat-
forms. In their research were chosen two types of
courses from Coursera and edX MOOC platforms
and course structure, communication tools, evalu-
ation methods, usage of multimedia, financial ac-
cessibilities and integration options of these very
courses were comparatively studied. The research-
ers also pointed out that original approaches or intel-
ligent technologies are important for users (Funieru,
2016: 37).

The Russian Researcher S.Ya. Polyankin states
that and kind of MOOCs dedicated to studying
specialized disciplines can be served as a power-
ful motivating factors of learning English, because
great majority of courses offer lectures in English.
The courses from MOOC platforms are useful not
only English learning students, as well as they are
beneficial for students studying in other specialties
(Polyankin, 2015: 148).

According to the Kazakh researches as K.S.
Kulmanov and M.B. Nurtazina was investigated
distance learning platform of L.N. Gumilyov Eur-
asian National University. Authors carried out re-
search on the courses which are utilized in teaching
Philological subjects, Linguistics and languages.
There was identified that master and doctorial stu-

dents mostly use multimedia resources in teaching
and learning. These distance learning courses allow
teachers to implement various ideas in organizing
a divers learning process. Researchers also pointed
out that giving students of Philology faculty an es-
say form as a final assignment allows them to reveal
their cognitive and creative abilities and capabilities
to evaluate their knowledge more qualitatively and
objectively (Kulmanov, 2019: 350).

Domestic scholars as E.Elubay, D.M. Dzhusub-
alyeva conducted research on development of digi-
tal competences of teachers using MOOC platforms.
The authors came to the conclusion that whether
virtual learning process, distance learning technolo-
gies and open educational resources such as massive
open online courses are applied in practice, then the
development and formation of didactic and digital
competences will become a perfect opportunity for
educators and teachers (Elubay, 2020: 51).

Results and Discussion

At present time the challenge of MOOC plat-
forms is to enhance the quality and the interactivity
of the material to increase the number of enrolments.
Coursera and edX are the most popular providers
of MOOC:s after Udemy and Khan Academy (Co-
nache, 2016: 10).

The presented comparatively characteristics of
above mentioned five MOOC platforms were made
based on the following measurements such as: num-
ber of visitors, rating of users, number of courses,
English language support.

Further, to describe the similarities and differ-
ences of the “Academic writing” course between the
MOOC platforms we determined three main catego-
ries of comparison as: the content of the course, du-
ration of video, collaboration and assessment.

The course “Academic writing made easy” of
edX platform was created by Technical university of
Munich which is easy to download for students. This
very course made up of 6 units which includes the
following topics as: Rhetorical preference, Genre,
Cohesion, Sentence 1,2, Credibility and Punctua-
tion. Duration of video for whole units is 1 hour
25 minutes. In order to fully reveal the topic, some
units have 2 videos. After each video was given lor
2 exercises which created as multiple-choice ques-
tions, true/false statements, correct/incorrect tasks,
matching words and analyzing texts.

The course titled as “Academic writing — from
basics to quartile and percentile” prepared by Rus-
sian Economic University named after G.V. Plekha-
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nov of Udemy MOOC platform. This course con-
sists of 4 sections and additional subtopics for each
section as following: Scientific publication (Types
of articles, theoretical articles, ethical articles), Lin-
guistic introduction, Scientific presentation (speech,
steps, preparation and delivering of presentation)
and Quartile and percentile. The advantages of this
course are that it is free and open, there is no need
to sing up and register. Video duration is 64 minutes
including all videos of the sections. Some videos are
presented in Russian. There is no assignments and
tasks and final examination questions, tasks after
finishing the course.

The course “Deconstructing research articles:
How to read and write” which prepared by National
Tsing university of Taiwan and delivered to the stu-
dents by MOOC platform Futurelearn. The course
was designed for 8 weeks. The course is prepared
according to these topics and subtopics as: Research
writing, Structure and organization (IMRD structure
and its variations), FLOW: let's read for writing,
Data and materials in writing (7 moves in methods),
Data commentary, Introduction and discussion:
from descriptive to analytical writing, CARS mod-
el, abstract: the last ingredient. Each topic has 3-4
subtopics, 4 video materials, articles and discussion
questions, quizzes in order to consolidate the previ-
ous topic. The duration of the video is 3 hours per
week. There is no final examination task.

The course titled as “Academic writing: The
structure of a research paper” was made by Open-
Kaznu.kz MOOC provider of Al-Farabi Kazakh
National university. The course also is considered
the academic writing course topics, especially it is
devoted how to write scientific articles to Scopus

Table 3 — Comparative table of duration and assignment

based journals and journals recommended by the
CCSES of the MES RK. This course topic is cre-
ated on the basis of the scientific article as: Title of
research paper, Abstract, Introduction, Literature
review, Materials and methods, Results, Discus-
sion and conclusion. There are 4 modules which
consists of 3-4 lectures. As well as, in the plat-
form was given schedule for the registration of the
course. Duration of videos for whole course is 49
minutes, the length of each video is maximum 6
minutes and there was given final exam in the form
of essay.

The last described course “Writing in the sci-
ence” offered by Stanford university and delivered
by MOOC provider Coursera is very complicated
one. While doing the research work, we noticed that
this course is available in 22 languages and there
are 8 modules with the topics as: Introduction prin-
ciples of effective writing, Active voice grammar,
Punctuation, Prewriting, Overview of writing pro-
cess (Tables and figures, results, introduction, dis-
cussion, abstract), Plagiarism, Interviewing. Video
duration of each module is more than 1-hour, whole
video duration is nearly 13 hours. Videos and tran-
scripts can be downloaded easily. The homework is
assigned to students in each module of the course, as
well as there is given graded assignment, demo edit
and essays. In the last module of the course are pre-
pared concluding remarks, lay summary exercises.
The advantages of this course design, students are
able to follow their grades, status and can see teach-
ers’ feedback, evaluation. If students fail, they can
retry and re-submit their work. Students have to pass
all graded assignments to complete the course and to
get the certificate.

MOOC provider Coursera Futurelearn edX Udemy OpenKaznu.kz
. 8 modules/ 8 modules/ 6 modules/ 4 sections/ 4 modules, 10
Duration of . . . lectures/
3-4 hours per 10-15 minutes per | 10-15 minutes per | 15-20 minutes per .
workload 10-15 minutes per
week week week week
week
Essays, lay
summary
Form of control exercises, Quiz Final exam No Essay writing
discussion
questions
English, 22 other . . English and English, Ka}zakh
Language support 1 English English . and Russian
anguages Russian 1
anguages
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Most of the topics in MOOCs are devoted to
the structure of scientific article and carrying out
research. These three MOOC:s introduced structure
and organization of scientific paper and provide in-
formation on punctuation, principles of effective
writing, data, analysis and types of methods. Two of
the MOOCs supply with the topics as genre, cohe-
sion, sentence structure and scientific presentation,
Scopus articles and their quartile, percentile.

The analysis shows that the delivering informa-
tion, giving tasks, evaluation part, types of assign-

ments and final exams are totally different in the
contents of MOOCs as Coursera, Futurelearn, edX,
Udemy and Openkaznu.kz. While Coursera plat-
form course “Writing in the science” covers 100%
of topics on conducting research and writing a sci-
entific article, other 2 courses of MOOCs only cover
40% of the topics on the course “Academic writing”.

In order to consider similarities and differences
of “Academic writing” course delivered by MOOC
providers as Coursera, Futurelearn, edX, Udemy
and Openkaznu.kz, we offer the next diagram.

Effectiveness of courses content on percentage

= Coursera = Futurelearn

edX = Udemy

Open.kaznu

Diagram 2 — Comparative analysis of courses

Here’s a summary of the effectiveness of the
“Academic Writing” course across different plat-
forms:

- Coursera — Highest effectiveness at 40%

- FutureLearn — Moderate effectiveness at 20%

- edX — Also at 20% effectiveness

- OpenKazNU kz — Slightly lower effectiveness
at 15%

- Udemy — Lowest effectiveness at 5%

Conclusion

The creation of some open educational resourc-
es was led to the emergence of MOOCsSs as a modern
trend in education. Generally, MOOCs are referred
to as e-learning courses or distance learning courses.
The main purpose of developing these online cours-
es of leading educational worldwide universities is
to provide everyone to get access to high-quality
education.

In conclusion, we can say the following that
MOOCs have already become the part of global
educational system. However, many teachers and

students do not still understand the potential and
capabilities of these educational platforms. While
doing research work, writing scientific articles to
Scopus and journals recommended by the CCSES
of the MES RK master, doctorial students have to
follow certain types of structures. These mentioned
scientific work requires the integration of distance
learning and specialized academic courses from
MOOC providers.

Currently, many higher educational establish-
ments are integrating MOOC courses based on the
educational programs of the majors and some teach-
ers are using MOOC courses as individual work of
students or as hybrid types of learning.

The comparative analysis of the MOOC course
“Academic writing” reveals that these courses
which were taken from five MOOC providers as
Coursera, Futurelearn, edX, Openkaznu.kz and
Udemy offer accessible and flexible learning op-
portunities. The effectiveness of these courses
largely depends on factors such as instructional
design, interactivity, availability of course re-
sources and feedback mechanisms. In general,
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MOOC:s provide the best opportunities for learn-
ers to enhance their academic writing skills. Some
researchers pointed out that lack of personalized
feedback and direct instructor interaction remains
a limitation. Nevertheless, while doing research
we noticed that the course “Writing in the sci-
ence” delivered by Coursera platform gives quick
feedback to each participant. And tries to evaluate

students’ assignments and final works as quickly
as possible.

By continuously evolving, Massive open on-
line courses have the potential to connect traditional
teaching with digital education. Despite these dif-
ficulties, MOOCs go on playing a crucial role in the
democratizing education, making academic writing
instructions available to a global challenge.
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